SOME SAYINGS OF INGRES

The sixteenth century produced the greatest men in
all the arts. All the artists of that period obeyed this
constant and infallible rule, that drawing is the one prin-
ciple capable of giving to works of art their true beauty
and their true form.

Drawing does not mean merely the reproduction of
outline, nor does it consist merely in line. It is also expres-
sion, internal form, plan, modelling. What remains ?
Drawing comprehends three quarters and a half of what
constitutes painting. If I had to put up a sign over my
door, it would be: " Drawing School"; and I am sure
that I would produce painters.
I recognize that the Flemish and Dutch schools have
their particular kind of merit which, I flatter myself, I
appreciate a$ much as any one. But pray do not let us
lose our heads. Do not let us admire Rembrandt and the
rest without rhyme or reason; do not let us compare
them and their art to the divine Raphael and the Italian
school. That would be blasphemy.
There is something of the butcher in Reubens. In his
thought fresh meat comes first, and the butcher's stall in
his settings.
Yes, undoubtedly Reubens is a great painter; but it is
this great painter who wrecked everything.
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